2                             A S5TSTEM OF MAG-IC.

understood when we speak of the magicians in
Egypt, in Persia, in Babylon, &c.

Thus when any omens, ill signs, aad tokens,
dreams, or other strange things, happened in those
times, whether publicly in the air, or particular to
persons and families, we find not only the ordinary
people, but even kings and princes sent immedi-
ately for the magicians and the wise men, the south-
sayers, &c., to tell them what the meaning of such
things was.

These magicians are explained on many occasions
by the term of wise men, and that term again by
men of knowledge, and more than ordinary under-
standing. Men, in a word, who studied nature,
looked up into, and made observations from, the
motions of the stars and other heavenly bodies, and
who, as it is said in the Scriptures, understood the
signs of the times, the face of the heavens, and the
influences of the superior luminaries there; who
searched into the arcana of nature, and were
masters of perhaps a little experimental philosophy;
I say a little, for reasons which I shall repeat pre-
sently*

It was no impropriety in speech to call such as
these wise men at that time, though perhaps the ut-
most of their knowledge might arrive to no more
than what we would now justly call superficial. Be-
cause at that time the knowledge of nature was
very green and young in the world; and the philo-
sopher of those times, if he was to be rated by the
rules men are pleased to judge by at this time,
would be something like our learned friend sir Tho.

J-----, whose particular honour it was to be a doctor

among fools, and a fool among doctors.

To these magicians men went, on the several oc-
casions hinted as above, for the solution of doubtful
questions; to be resolved and directed in difficult
and intricate undertakings; to be advised in things